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Topic: Career Options


Subject Connections: Science, Social Studies, Math, English Language Arts, Technology


Time Required: 55 minutes (excluding Extended Exploration activities)


Learning Objectives: 


Students will be able to…


Identify career options and education or training required for different careers


Name sources of income


Explain the relationship between income and taxes


Demonstrate how to research and analyze different careers


Supplies: 


Projector (for teacher presentation slides)


Access to the Internet (optional)


Preparation: 


Make copies of student handouts


Set up projector with presentation slides


��Student Handouts:�(found in Student Guide)


Exploring Careers


Career Research


Making Choices�


Teacher Presentation Slides:


Dream Job


Possible Employer Benefits


Paycheck


Choices


Essential Question:


How do I earn money now? 


How can I earn money later in my life? 


What career or job is right for me? 


What kind of education or training will I need? 


Assessment Activities:


PRE-ASSESSMENT:


Dream Job slide


Exploring Careers activity


POST-ASSESSMENT:


Career Research handout


Making Choices handout


Money Smart Portfolio:


Career Research handout


Making Choices handout


�



Instruction Steps							


Warm Up 


Exploring Careers  [10 minutes] 


Open the lesson by displaying the Dream Job slide. The question prompts may be used for small-group discussions, a whole-class discussion, or an individual reflective writing exercise.


Distribute the Exploring Careers handout, and review together as a class. Using student responses from the Dream Job slide and information on the Exploring Careers handout, engage the class in a brief discussion about how different career tracks require different preparation, such as formal education, training, skills, and experience. Ask students: What is the difference between a job, career, and profession? Why do different jobs require different education and training? Invite students to share examples of each to test their understanding.


Guided Exploration


Income, Benefits, and Taxes  [15 minutes]


Next, guide the discussion to the different income levels for the jobs highlighted on the Exploring Careers handout. Explain that, even though a job may pay a certain amount of money per hour or year, there are other factors that contribute to earned incomes, such as benefits provided by an employer and taxes deducted from a paycheck.


Display the Possible Employer Benefits slide and review each of the benefits together as a whole class. Help students understand that, in addition to researching and exploring salary incomes, it is also important to investigate benefits provided by an employer. For instance, if a job doesn’t offer health insurance, explain that this is an out-of-pocket expense that must be considered in a personal budget, thus reducing available income to satisfy other needs.


MONEY SMART TIP!


While many people connect employer benefits first to health care and retirement, �show students that there are also other benefits and perks that employers may offer. �These could include items such as a wellness program covering gym membership costs, childcare and tuition reimbursements, discounts on products and services, unlimited �vacation days, or flexible work hours. Ask students to consider their values by having �them define which benefits would be most important to them and why. Encourage �students to also ask their parents and family members what type of benefits they �have at their jobs and which ones they value the most.











Grade-Level Modifications: 


Beginner: Engage students in considering what a “benefit” means and why benefits are used to attract and retain employees.


Advanced: Challenge students to research and discuss real job listings, noting the types of benefits offered. They can use job-listing sites or newspaper listings, or visit the websites of companies they are interested in working for.


Explain that another factor in understanding earned income is calculating the amount of taxes deducted from a paycheck. Display the Paycheck slide and review the sample paycheck with the class. Walk students through each part of the paycheck and explain that, even though our gross income (earned money before taxes) is one number, our net income (take-home pay) can be quite different. (See Lesson 6 for more information on taxes.)


MONEY SMART TIP!


Expand the discussion of paychecks by connecting this lesson with �Lesson 6, Bread-and-Butter, which details information on paychecks and taxes.


INDEPENDENT Exploration 


Note: These activities are more independent than the Guided Exploration activities and may be used as homework assignments, collaborative group work, or independent study.	


Education and Career Choices  [20 minutes]


Display the Choices slide and engage the class in a brief discussion about the many different opportunities and choices available in selecting a career path. Ask students: Why are there so many different career options? How do you determine which option is right for you? Explain that directions after high school may include going straight into the workforce, two- or four-year colleges, an apprenticeship, joining a branch of the military, or becoming an entrepreneur. Emphasize that there is no one “right” path and that everyone has unique values, goals, passions, dreams, and skills.


Distribute the Career Research handout and explain that students will now have the opportunity to explore different career options by researching job functions, training, and income levels. Allow students time to complete the handout, and invite volunteers to share their responses.


MONEY SMART TIP!


The Career Research handout may also be assigned as homework to provide �students additional research time, or used as a writing extension by having students �write a brief essay responding to the interest and skills reflection questions.


Wrap Up 									


Making Choices  [10 minutes]


Close the lesson by giving students time to reflect on their different career choices by completing the Making Choices handout.





Extended Exploration	


Note: Use the following ideas to extend financial literacy concepts throughout the school year within core content areas through English Language Arts, Math, Social Studies and Economics, and Technology activities, projects, and discussions. Duration of activities will vary.


English Language Arts


Writing Prompts: 


How does technology influence the global job market? For example: in what ways do advancements in automation and robotics impact available work?


How does technology change the way we search for jobs and perform jobs? (Online job applications, remote working opportunities)


What does the American Dream mean to you? How does a job or career fit into your idea of the American Dream?


Create an argument for and against the following statement: not everyone needs a four-year degree.


Suggested Readings: 


Top 25 Young Entrepreneur Success Stories by Junior Biz: Entrepreneurial stories from young people who started their own businesses. �� HYPERLINK "http://juniorbiz.com/top-25-young-entrepreneurs" �http://juniorbiz.com/top-25-young-entrepreneurs�


Why It’s Important to Think About Your Career in High School by U.S. News: Explore reasons why it is never too early to start thinking about your career. � HYPERLINK "http://money.usnews.com/money/blogs/outside-voices-careers/2014/02/11/why-its-important-to-think-about-your-career-in-high-school" �http://money.usnews.com/money/blogs/outside-voices-careers/2014/02/11/why-its-important-to-think-about-your-career-in-high-school�


Colleges Ramp Up Career Guidance for Students by USA Today: Learn about how colleges are helping students find the greatest return on their college investment through career planning. � HYPERLINK "http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/26/campus-career-centers-take-center-stage/5257141/" �http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/02/26/campus-career-centers-take-center-stage/5257141/�


Mathematics


Activity/Project Ideas: 


Review and discuss job requirements, education, and annual incomes for different applied math-based careers, such as actuaries, statisticians, financial analysts, and computer scientists.


Challenge students to calculate federal, state, Medicare, and Social Security taxes on different income levels and paycheck scenarios. 


Social Studies and Economics


Discussion Topics:


Explore and discuss the globalization of the job market. For example: is globalization an opportunity to strengthen the U.S. economy? Why or why not? What are the pros and cons of globalization? 


Have students analyze connections between genders and careers — what are the historical shifts in jobs held by men and women?


Debate the domestic and international economic impact of outsourcing jobs and the supply and demand shifts of different industries.


Activity/Project Ideas: 


Have students conduct research about the history of jobs. For example: students may explore historical shifts in the U.S. job market by visiting the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics website at http://www.bls.gov/home.htm. Investigate how jobs in America have evolved over time from farming to manufacturing to technological advancements. Have students create a timeline to present their research and discuss as a class how jobs will continue to evolve in the future. Invite students to consider science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) careers and the demand for such skilled careers in the present and future.


Technology


Online Resources: 


Occupational Outlook Handbook by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: Explore hundreds of different careers and discover education and training needed for each career, as well as median salaries. � HYPERLINK "http://www.bls.gov/ooh" �www.bls.gov/ooh�


CareerOneStop by the U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration: A comprehensive website showcases employment trends, occupation profiles, and salary information for every type of career. � HYPERLINK "http://www.careeronestop.org/" �http://www.careeronestop.org/�


Youth Employment, Find Youth Info: Explore resources ranging from job search assistance to internships. http://findyouthinfo.gov/youth-topics/youth-employment/career-exploration-and-skill-development








Answer Key	129


Glossary with key vocabulary	146


National Education Standards	155





Lesson Overview 


As teens and young adults begin working for the first time, questions about job choices and what to do after high school are on the forefront of their minds. With some teens planning on attending college and others unsure of their direction after graduation, this lesson explores the many different options young adults and teens have at their disposal in finding a career track that works for them. Exploring jobs that combine passion and profit, students examine different career and educational tracks and assess where they fit within the spectrum of choices, and recognize how taxes relate to income earned.
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